investigated group of insects. However, one of the major principles of the Russian school consists in the primacy of the biological approach over the geological approach, but without devaluing in any way the importance of the latter. It is probably this approach that allowed Alexandr Pavlovich Rasnitsyn to make a significant contribution to such seemingly varied areas as systematics, phylogeny, embryology, comparative anatomy, palaeoecology, the theory of systematics and the theory of evolution, and even the theory of plant community development. It would be difficult to decide in which of these areas Professor Rasnitsyn has acquired greater renown. He has published over 300 books and papers in several languages worldwide. For entomologists he remains, first and foremost, one of the most famous specialists studying the phylogeny and systematics of the Hymenoptera (PhD in 1967 on "Mesozoic Hymenoptera Symphyta and early evolution of Xyelidae", and DSc in 1978 on "Origin and evolution of Hymenoptera"). He was the co-author and editor of the monograph "Историческое развитие иласса насекомых (The historical development of the class Insecta)" 1980, and "The history of insects" 2002. It is also worth noting that in 1976 Alexandr Pavlovich propounded one of the most popular and widely accepted theories of how the ability of flight developed and also a theory on the origin of wings. He has recently (2008) There are many scientists who feel at home in the laboratory, where they willingly and efficiently study the material they have collected. Unlike them, however, Alexandr Pavlovich is an old hand at field expeditions. He has participated in many such expeditions, which have taken him to various parts of the former Soviet Union, from the Taimyr Peninsula in the north to Central Asia in the south, the European part of Russia and even to the Far East. He has also visited Canada, China, the United Kingdom and South Africa. Alexandr Pavlovich Rasnitsyn is a full-blooded palaeoentomologist, who enjoys collecting, and more importantly knows how to collect, fossil insects, regardless of whether they are Palaeozoic accumulations or Cenozoic ones, which are millions of years younger. He is one of the persons who have contributed to the richness and variety of the PIN collection, which has been made available, a point worth highlighting, to researchers from all over the world.
